Background and guidance for Workshop Session

Better addressing HRDs’ protection needs on the ground: from gaps to action
9:30 am — 1:00 pm

Taking action to better document and act

on cases of arbitrary detention

Altiero Spinelli, Room 5.G.2, 5th floor

Facilitator

Objectives

Background

Guiding
questions

Useful
resources



https://www.ohchr.org/en/calls-for-input/2021/report-long-term-detention-human-rights-defenders
https://www.ohchr.org/en/calls-for-input/2021/report-long-term-detention-human-rights-defenders

Promoting public support for, recognition of

and positive narratives on HRDs

Altiero Spinelli, Room 5.G.375, 5th floor

Facilitator

Objectives

Background

Guiding
questions

Useful
resources



https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/226/62/pdf/n2422662.pdf
https://dq4n3btxmr8c9.cloudfront.net/files/SyG95z/Liberties_Civic_Space_Framing_Guide.pdf
https://dq4n3btxmr8c9.cloudfront.net/files/SyG95z/Liberties_Civic_Space_Framing_Guide.pdf

Facilitating HRDs' access to and presence in the

EU during emergencies, temporary relocation,
or for effective advocacy

Altiero Spinelli, Room 5.G.305, 5th floor

Facilitator

Objectives

Background




Guiding
questions

Useful
resources

. What specific changes to EU and Member State visa and mobility policies and options would most
improve HRDs’ access to short- and long-term stays for emergencies, relocation, or advocacy, and
how can these policies be streamlined for rapid response and sustainability?

. How could EU institutions and Member States develop a dedicated support framework for
HRDs’ mobility and protection, ensuring flexibility for various types of relocation and advocacy
needs?

What mechanisms could the EU and EUMS establish to ensure fair and swift processing of entry
and residency permits for HRDs at risk, especially in urgent, high-stakes situations?

In cases of temporary relocation, what forms of support (financial, logistical, psychological) are
most essential for HR Ds to maintain their well-being and advocacy work, and how could EU
programs enhance this support?

ProtectDefenders.eu | Visa for Defenders Initiative

EU Agency for Fundamental Rights, “Protecting human rights defenders at risk: EU entry, stay and
support” (2023)

European Parliament, DROI Study: "Enhancing the protection of human rights defenders (HR Ds):
Facilitating access to the EU and supporting HRDs from third countries" (2024)

ProtectDefenders.eu. Navigating the updated EU Visa Code Handbook: Guidance Notes for HR Ds,
CSO0Os, and Member States



https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2023/human-rights-defenders
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2023/human-rights-defenders
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2024/754445/EXPO_STU(2024)754445_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2024/754445/EXPO_STU(2024)754445_EN.pdf
https://protectdefenders.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CSOs-PROTECTDEFENDERS.EU-GUIDANCE-NOTE-EU-VISA-HANDBOOK-2024.pdf
https://protectdefenders.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/HRDs-PROTECTDEFENDERS.EU-GUIDANCE-NOTE-EU-VISA-HANDBOOK-2024.pdf
https://protectdefenders.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EU-MEMBER-STATES-CONSULAR-AUTHORITIES-AND-BORDER-OFFICIALS-PROTECTDEFENDERS.EU-GUIDANCE-NOTE-EU-VISA-HANDBOOK-2024.pdf

Countering criminal prosecutions and legal
harassment of HRDs

Altiero Spinelli, Room 5.G.2, 5th floor

Facilitator

Objectives

Background

Guiding
questions

Useful
resources



https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/brochures-and-leaflets/impact-slapps-human-rights-and-how-respond
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/brochures-and-leaflets/impact-slapps-human-rights-and-how-respond
https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/
https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/
https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/
https://www.protectioninternational.org/researchpublications/criminalisation-of-human-rights-defenders-categorisation-of-the-problem-and-measures-in-response/
https://www.protectioninternational.org/researchpublications/criminalisation-of-human-rights-defenders-categorisation-of-the-problem-and-measures-in-response/
https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/

Addressing transnational repression, including

digital threats and surveillance

Altiero Spinelli, Room 5.G.365, 5th floor

Facilitator

Objectives

Background

Guiding
questions

Useful
resources



https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/
https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/
https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/ahrc5653-journalists-exile-report-special-rapporteur-promotion-and
https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/
https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/civic-esce-tech-brief-hacking-spyware-1-en.pdf
https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/

Leveraging synergies in protection works for
coherent but tailored responses to the needs of
specific categories of HRDs

Altiero Spinelli, Room 5.G.315, 5th floor

Facilitator

Obijectives

Background

Guiding
questions

Useful
resources


https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/CivicSpace/UN_Guidance_Note.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/CivicSpace/UN_Guidance_Note.pdf
https://protectdefenders.eu/projects/visa-for-defenders/

