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L. The proposed Return Regulation risks violating the absolute prohibition of non-refoulement. Consistent with

intermational human rights and refugee law, the Regulation shold provide for an obligation to conduct 3 prior

individual assassmant of human rights and refugee protection risks that may constitute grounds of nan-raturn.

Return orders should ahways specify the country of retum and procedural safeguards should be strengthened by
d the automatie appeais.

2. Proposals ta expand the grounds and duration of dotention under the Regulation would further entranch what
is akceady  routine practice contrary to intemational buman rights law, which has proven ineffective 33 3 tool ta
addrass rvagularity and Is punitive In nature. The Regulation shoald dearly foresse that altern:

based non-custodial measures should be prioritised, with @ view to ensuring fair and hum:

return procedures. Alternstrves should orily be spplied when 3l the grounds to wse detention are met, 25 a genuine
alternative o uphold the presumption of liserty, and not a3 an additionsl tool to expand cantral or after detention
time limits have been exceeded. impontantly, the Regulation should exclude children from detention — either in
families or unaccompanicd ~ in line with international human rights standards and in particular the autharitar
fulfiance of the Committee from the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified EU-wide, pursuan
immigration detention can never be in the best interests of the chidd and should be prohibited. The Regulation
should fully align with international human rights law, which requires that immigration detention be applied as 3
measure of last resort, subject to individualized assessments 35 to its nocessity and propartionality, strictly time-
limited, and subject to prompt, independent judicial review.

3. Proposed ‘investigative’ and ‘detection’ measures risk exacerbating discriminatory racial profiling and policing.
further undermine access to rights, essential services and the justice system for racialised and migrant
communities, and foster social fragmentation. Immigration enforcement should always be separated from the
provision of social services and access to the justice system and comply with human rights obligations and the
princigle of nowdiscrimination. The Regulation should provide for “firewalls” to ensure that migration enforcement
messures do not deter indwiduals — regardiess of immigration status - from seeking shelter and healthcare,
accessing education, or reporting crimes or abuse and to ensure social cohesion, buskding o0 the Eoutive imoacts of
currart gogernmental practices
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Implementing the CSDDD EU Multiannual Financing Framework (MFF)

2028-2034

Joint United Nations Brussels Team (UNBT) submission to the European
Commissicn’s consultation on the guidelines to support the
implementation of the CSDDD

A key opportunity to invest in human rights

2
July 2026 August 2026

THE RULE OF LAW

and why it matters

EXPLAINED

Protecting journalists

OHCHR Contribution to the European Commission’s
consultation on reinforcing measures for the safety of
journalists and combating abusive litigation (SLAPPs)

May 2026

OHCHR Contribution to European Commission’s OHCHR and UNESCO Contribution to the
Call for Evidence on the revision of the European Commission’s call for evidence
Water Framework Directive for updating the European Arctic Policy

April 2026 S |t March 2026



http://europe.ohchr.org/resources/publications
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Enhancing the Strategy for the rights of
persons with disabilities up to 2030

Input to the European Commission’s public consulfation
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Contribution to the European Commission’s
call for evidence for the forthcoming
Communication on Better Regulation
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Engagement of the European Union
and its member States with
UN Human Rights Mechanisms
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OHCHR Contribution to the European
Commission's call for evidence for
the forthcoming European Ocean Act
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OHCHR'’s confribution o the European Commission’s
call for evidence for the Communication
“Humanitarian Aid — Moving Forward for Solidarity”
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Safeguarding human rights in simplification:
EU’s Omnibus VI Package on Chemicals
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Key Messages from the Regional Working Meeting
on a new legally binding instrument on the rights of older persons
27 Jonuory 2026
In attendonce of
Christina Meinecke Cloudia Mahler
ol & Independen
UN Human Rights Evrope Vg e the rights

An Opportunity for Regional Leadership and Collaboration

Homan Rights Don't Come wih an Expiry Date, Y, lder pecions focs unique haman ights
challenges. Agobased discrimination i3 porvasive - offecting 1 in 2 peopla - and clder age i
ofien equoled wilh decline. Many older persons experience inadequate sociel prolection or
barriars 1o health eore, violatians of their right 16 work, lack of autonamny in dacisionmaking,
digital exclusion and vwinerabiity fa violence, neglect, ond cbuse

Milestone mave towards chasing profection gaps. Acalysis by the Office of the UN i

for Hu illustrotes thot the existing humon rights. framework is
inodequate when if comes 1o okder persons, Most infemational insiruments, for exomple, lock on
explicit prohibifion of ogebased discrimination, and older persons remain largely invisible in
Fmd\l"ﬂx m.a recommenda? m international humon rights mechan: e e legally
that Stotes hove decided 1o drofi, will oddress
ihaia gaps, crocie. shandords 1o combel agelm cad accoviobilly aechamiions 1o moke fure
thot older porsans’ human rights are upheld

oo for empowerme omd recogaiion o ok persons, The ecogniion of oo parcns o1
holders of rights shifis the narrative from vuineral burden ond dependence fo one of
agency, autonomy and acive inclusion. A dedicated fuman rights insrument caralyzos legal
and policy reform and empowers older persons to claim their rights. I gives older persons
acress the workd - in all their diversiy -  common covse fo rally Ground, and represents en
invesiment in the common future of all generations, including younger paople

Nothing About Us Without Us. Inclusion and parficipation are central fents of human hat

guids the drafing process of e new legally binding inssument. Older parsans: foll and

the cutset is critcal, Their lived experience provides  reality chack

at the insirument should oddress. States should also consider including older persons in

lelogations, building on good proctice from droling the Conveation on the Rights of
Disobiliies.

Opportunity for EU leadership. The new lagally binding instument s a significant opperhuity for the EU
ond its Member Siotes 1o reaffirm their commitment 1o muliiaterclism ond 1o demonsioie collecive:

5 ckder persons’ rights—ona that ckgns with EU values ond realibes ond reinforces existng kaws. The EU
has o enheol role 1o play in eosrdinating & commen EU positon, in enuring legal dasty and echerence
and in promofing meaningfl parficipation of civil society organizations, national human rights insShuions
and older porscns themselves in the drofing process

Want 1o know more?

"sce \ () e s

EU Multiannual Financing Framework (MFF) 2028-2034
A key opportunity o invest in human rights

The European Union [EU) is currently elaborating its next 7yeor EU budget. Investing in human
rights is an investment in the EU's core values. It contributes to siengthening democr resil

rule of law, security, social cohesion, and the EU's globol leadership. Dedicated unding 1o re
‘exchusion and inequality, and fo support fundamental rights peotection, human rights institutions and
civil saciety reinforces the very foundations on which the Union is bui

The Representotion Ofice to the EU of the Office of the United Mations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) is moking the below recommendotions to seize this opportunity to further
progress on the realization of human rights in the EU and its Member States.

Ten key messages to EU legislators
1 Uphold human rights in line with international and regional cbligations
The future MFF should uphold the human rights obligations that States and regional crganizations hove
committed fo in EU bogislation and he UM core human rights troafies which all EU 27 Member Staes have

rofified,

2 Put human rights ot the centre of EU economic and budgetary decision-making

o m MFF should invest in human rights ond place people and the plonet of the centre of economic,
fiscal, business and social investment decisions.

3 Use UN human rights recommendations ta guide EU spending priorities
The EU sheuld systematiclly use reeammendations from UN human rights mechanisms as an svidence basa
for sating prioriies under th MFF and roloted policies, including the National and Regional Pormership
Plans, the Eurapean Semesier, Globol Evope, Global Galewny and humanitarian programming.
4 Mobilize the maximum availoble resources for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
future MFF should help genorose and channel sufficient resources for human rights,. Mamber Stotes.
should 1ep up efforts to mobilize public resources, including through increased v U funds for human

tights, progressive taxation, fuir lax systems, ond stonger inlemational fax cocperalicn aligned with human
tights principles.

Protecting and advancing
human rights for all
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